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从追求科学到追求科学与民主 
• 许良英的一生受到爱因斯坦的巨大影响 

– 从科学到民主 

• 在美国物理学会大会为代领萨哈罗夫奖做的介绍 

– Xu Liangying, a veteran member of the CCP since 

the mid 1940s, has renounced his belief in Marxism 

in the early 1990s.  From the sketch of Xu's life, one 

can tell the evolution of his social ideas over the 

decades.  The evolution also indicates the path of 

his persistent search for truth and social justice, 

which has been, from time to time, inspired by 

Albert Einstein's ideas.  

• 到晚年，他的几乎全部精力都在推动民主事业上 



2008 APS Sakharov Prize  

to Xu Liangying 

  

April 14, 2008 

APS. St. Louis, MO 

 



Xu Liangying 

 

A lifetime’s advocacy of 

truth, democracy and 

human rights  

 

 

Photos and documents 

recording his life and 

human right activities 



Due to his outspoken views against purges of scientists in the “anti-
rightist movement,” Xu Liangying was accused as a “rightist” and 
was exiled from 1958 to 1978. This is his clothing he was wearing 
when he returned to Beijing from exile in 1978. 



During his exile, Xu took on the task of collecting and translating 
Einstein’s major political, philosophical and scientific works into 
Chinese. The three-volume “Collected Works of Albert Einstein” was 
published in 1976~1979 



Xu Liangying (left), Li Shuxian (2nd left), Fang Lizhi (2nd right) and Liu 
Binyan (right) at a lunch meeting, initiating a conference to observe 
the 30th anniversary of the “anti-rightist campaign” in1986. 



 

1989 open letter 
 

The letter argued for 

democracy, called 

for the protection of 

civil rights and the 

release of political 

dissidents. The letter 

helped to inspire the 

students protest in 

1989 in Tiananmen 

Square.  

 



 

1989 open letter 

 

Forty two leading 
scientists and 
writers signed 
this letter. This 
was the first time 
in the history of 
PRC that so 
many established 
scientists openly 
expressed their 
political views.  

 



Xu Liangying (middle front) and Fang Lizhi (right front) with student 
leader Wang Dan (left front) in January 1989 



In1992, Xu published 

an article titled 

“Without Democracy, 

Reform Cannot 

Succeed” in the 

Chinese magazine 

“Future and 

Development”.  After 

drawing substantial 

attention in the Hong 

Kong media and in 

the West, that issue 

of the magazine was 

banned and all the 

remaining unsold 

copies were seized.  

 



1994 Petition 

 

This petition 

appealed to the 

authorities to 

“end China’s 

history of 

punishing 

people for their 

ideas, 

speeches, and 

writings.” 

 



1994 Petition 

 

The full text of the 

petition 

together with 

an interview 

was published 

in the New York 

Times, March 

10, 1994. 



Xu Liangying was awarded  

the Heinz Pagels Prize of Human Rights in 1995 



The two 1995 Heinz Pagels Prize co-recipients Xu Liangying and  

Ding Zilin (right) with Wang Laidi and Jiang Peikun (left), 2006 



1995 Petition 

 

This petition 

appealed to the 

authorities to end 

their hostility to 

dissidents, to 

reevaluate the 

decision on the 

June 4th 

movement, and to 

release all those 

imprisoned for the 

ideas, speeches, 

and beliefs.  

 



1995 Petition 

 

Over one thousand 

eminent scientists 

and scholars in the 

world, including 

Wang Ganchang 

and 10 Nobel 

Laureates, signed 

this letter. 

 



Xu Liangying, Hu Jimin, Wang Rong (from left to the right)  

with their mentor Wang Ganchang (front), in 1986 



1998 article 

“Chinese Physicists’ 

Sense of Social 

Responsibility,” 

presented at 

“Physicists in the 

Postwar Political 

Arena” 

Conference, UC-

Berkeley, 

January 1998 

 



Starting from the 2nd left: Fan Dainian, Fang Lizhi, Xu Liangying, 
Abraham Pias, Li Peishan and Liu Liao (right), 1987 



Gerald Holton (the 2008 Abraham Pais Prize recipient), Erwin 
Hiebert, Li Peishan and Xu Liangying (right), Harvard, 1983 



Xu Liangying with Hu Jiwei (left), in 2007 



Xu Liangying and his wife with Li Rui (middle), in 2007  



Xu Liangying has been working with his wife, Wang Laidi, a 
historian, on a book on the history and theory of 
democracy, in 1995 
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第三编 理论的探讨（缺） 



最后几年反复讨论的话题: 人权-民主 
• 人权观念(普世价值)是基础，民主是对人权的制度保障 

– 对人权、民主观念的启蒙运动是建立民主制度的条件 

– 洛克是近现代人权观念和民主制度的创始人 

– 如何理解洛克人权概念中的核心概念： property 

• 儒学中没有民主概念(钱穆、 陈寅恪 、辜鸿铭 等) 

– 中国古称“己所不欲，勿施于人”与人权观念相符 

– 但皇帝、朝廷、官员总是将己所不欲的侵犯权利，施
于人民 

– 自古普通人的基本权利受到政府侵犯，并无制度保障 

– 一些新儒学者把古语中的“民主”“选举”词汇混同
于近现代概念，造成概念混乱 

– 一些新儒学者直接反对民主 



最后几年多次讨论的话题： 

马克思主义、社会主义、改革 
• 经济改革与民主改革的关系 

– 支持经济改革；经济改革不会自动导致民主 

– 没有民主，经济改革不会成功（与Hayek相同） 

– 对无视甚至反对政改的“改革派”的批评 

• 新权威主义和太子党反对民主的危险(从1990初) 

– 对新加坡模式的批判 

• 关于民主社会主义的讨论 

– 与李慎之、胡绩伟、谢涛等人的讨论 

• 马克思反对人权、民主 

– 与李锐、张宣三等人的讨论 

• 对年轻人争取人权民主永远充满信心 

– “人同此心，心同此理” 



捐赠许良英《爱因斯坦研究》的遗稿 

希伯来大学爱因斯坦档案馆 



爱因斯坦支持民主法治反对暴力革命 
爱因斯坦给加拿大青年的信，《爱因斯坦文集》第３卷 



“人同此心，心同此理” 
 

 

科学民主的事业 

后继有人！ 


