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— Xu Liangying, a veteran member of the CCP since
the mid 1940s, has renounced his belief in Marxism
In the early 1990s. From the sketch of Xu's life, one
can tell the evolution of his social ideas over the
decades. The evolution also indicates the path of
his persistent search for truth and social justice,

which has been, from time to time, inspired by
Albert Einstein's ideas.
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2008 APS Sakharov Prize
to Xu Liangying

April 14, 2008
APS. St. Louis, MO



Xu Liangying

A lifetime’s advocacy of
truth, democracy and
human rights

Photos and documents

recording
human rig

nis life and

Nt activities



Due to his outspoken V|ews against purges of smenhsts in the “anti-
rightist movement,” Xu Liangying was accused as a “rightist” and
was exiled from 1958 to 1978. This is his clothing he was wearing
when he returned to Beljing from exile in 1978.




During his exile, Xu took on the task of collecting and translating
Einstein’s major political, philosophical and scientific works into
Chinese. The three-volume “Collected Works of Albert Einstein” was
published in 1976~1979



Xu Liangying (left), Li Shuxian (2" left), Fang Lizhi (2"9 right) and Liu
Binyan (right) at a lunch meeting, initiating a conference to observe
the 30" anniversary of the “anti-rightist campaign” in1986.




1989 open letter

The letter argued for
democracy, called
for the protection of
civil rights and the
release of political
dissidents. The letter
helped to inspire the
students protest in
1989 in Tiananmen

Square.
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1989 open letter

Forty two leading
scientists and
writers signed
this letter. This
was the first time
in the history of
PRC that so
many established
scientists openly
expressed their
political views.
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Xu Liangying (middle front) and Fang Lizhi (right front) with student
leader Wang Dan (left front) in January 1989




IN1992, Xu published
an article titled
“Without Democracy,
Reform Cannot
Succeed” in the
Chinese magazine
“Future and
Development”. After
drawing substantial
attention in the Hong
Kong media and in
the West, that issue
of the magazine was
banned and all the
remaining unsold
copies were seized.
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1994 Petition

This petition
appealed to the
authorities to
“end China’s

nistory of

punishing
neople for their
ideas,
speeches, and
writings.”
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1994 Petition

The full text of the

petition
together with

an interview
was published
In the New York
Times, March
10, 1994.

“All the News
That's Fit to Print”’

Che

VOL.CXLIII.... No. 49,632

Zopyright © 1994 The New Yark Times

7 Chinese Intellectuals Appeal
For End to Political Repression

Beijing Urged to Free Dissidents and Stop Arrests

By PATRICK E.TYLER

Special tn The: New Yiek Times

BE1JING, March 10 — Challenging
the Governmenl's latest crackdown on
dissidents, seven leading scientists and
intellectuals appealed in writing today
to President Jiang Zemin for an end to
repression of free speech and for the
release of all pulitical prisoners.

The statement, made available o
Western journalists a day before Sec-

retary ol Slate Warren Christopher is |

to begin an official visit, is behieved to
be the first pctition to the Chinese
Government on human rights [rom a
group of eminent inteliectuals since the
cruckdown on the Tiananmen Square
demonstrations in 1989,

Arrests Are Protested
The group said it was protesting the

arrests and intimidation of dissidents :

over the last week in advance of Mr.
heiertanhar’e vicii and the onening Soc.

|  The tone and spirit of the stalement
| yecalled the popular movement thal
! rase in the winter of 1989 and gathered
mumentum that spring, first among
intellectuals, then among students and
wourkers. Thewr protests in favor of de-

mecracy paralyzed Beijing and seized |

intarnational atlention for weeks until

(he movement was crushed by tanks

and machine-gun [lire in Tiananmen
! Square on June 4, 1988,

Pertition Mailed to Officlals

Mr. Xu said he mailed the petition
today to President Jiang and to Qiao
Shi, chairman of the National People’s
Congress, or parliament. Official Chi-
nese news organizations have not yet
reported Lhe appeal, but its existence is

through foreign radio broadcasts

beamed 1o China.

likely to become widely known here!



N

.
Ses
......... g
M3

SSE3ETRITaT. | o0
AARRIEET ™ §

Xu Liangying was awarded
the Heinz Pagels Prize of Human Rights in 1995



B |

The two 1995 Heinz Pagels Prize co-recipients Xu Liangying and
Ding Zilin (right) with Wang Laidi and Jiang Peikun (left), 2006



1995 Petition

This petition

appealed to the
authorities to end
their hostility to
dissidents, to
reevaluate the
decision on the
June 4th
movement, and to
release all those
Imprisoned for the
Ideas, speeches,
and beliefs.
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Xu Liangying, Hu Jimin, Wang Rong (from left to the right)
with their mentor Wang Ganchang (front), in 1986




1998 article

“Chinese Physicists’

Sense of Social
Responsibility,”
presented at
“Physicists in the
Postwar Political
Arena”
Conference, UC-
Berkeley,
January 1998

30
Chinese Physicists’ Sense of Social Responsibility

Xu Liangying
Institute for History of Natural Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences
137 Chao Nei Street
Beijing 100010, China

“Physicists in the Postwar Political Arena: Comparative Perspectives™
Conference at the University of California, Berkeley
22-24 January 1998

Following the end of the Second World War, most countries entered a period of
peaceful development, but in China, a civil war waged for four more years. In 1949, the
founding of the People’s Republic of China enjoyed widespread support among the
Chinese people. However, due to the non-democratic nature of the new government, the
country soon succumbed to incessant political campaigns and continuos turmoil and self-
destruction.

The “Anti-rightist movement™ in 1957, which followed a campaign to induce
people to “air grievance and help the rectification of the Communist Party,” purged 11%
of the country’s intellectuals (numbering at least 550,000) as “rightists™ (a category of
class enemies). The “Great Leap Forward” in 1958-1961 was designed to enable China
to catch up and surpass Great Britain and the United States in economic performance, and
transition into communism. The result was, however, a man-made famine that killed
several million people. Thereafter, under the name of “the Great Proletariat Cultural
Revolution,” a “complete dictatorship™ reigned on Chinese academia, culture, and the
society in general, resulting in a ruinous devastation that lasted for ten years (1966-1976).
The policy of reform and opening up since 1978 has turned the economy around for the
better, but there still occurred the great carnage on June 4, 1989, with bloody suppression
of the masses. One can imagine how difficult it is for an intellectual with conscience to
live in such a country.

Physicists have tended to possess wider vision and attain higher spiritual realm,
and to concern themselves with human affairs more passionately than other technical
specialists. This is because the mission of physics is to explore the general laws of the
universe; because many, major research findings from physics have profoundly affected
the intellectual and material pursuits of human kind, and thus making a comnerstone of
modern civilization. The life of Albert Einstein best exemplified this point. His
consistent, strong sense of justice and social responsibility made him a model of
intellectuals in the twentieth century.

For distribution only with the author’s permission.



Starting from the 2nd left: Fan Dainian, Fang Lizhi, Xu Liangying,
Abraham Pias, Li Peishan and Liu Liao (right), 1987
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Xu Llangylng with Hu Jiwei (left), in 2007
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Xu Liangying and his wife with Li Rui (middle), in 2007
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Xu Liangying has been working with his wife, Wang Laidi, a
historian, on a book on the history and theory of
democracy, In 1995
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